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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

Jonathan R. Leard, RPG 

MDEQ-Office of Geology 

Surface Geology Division 

Phone: (601)-961-5352 

Website: https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/surface-geology/ 

Dear MGS Members,  
 

We are delighted to report on the Fall BBQ held at the Jackson Yacht Club on Thursday, November 9 at 
6:00 p.m. The event was a resounding success, marked by the enthusiastic participation of both students 
and professionals. Your presence truly enriched the gathering, adding a unique value to our event.  

We are excited to announce that our monthly meetings will continue this month on Wednesday, the 
13th. We are privileged to have Paul Parrish, who will be sharing insights on a Mosasaur excavation un-
dertaken by the Mississippi Office of Geology earlier this year. This fascinating dig captured the attention 
of several national news outlets, making it a topic of great interest.  

As we approach the end of 2023, we hope that it has been an enriching and ‘rockin’ year for you all. As 
the holiday season is upon us, we wish you joy, peace, and happiness. May the New Year bring new op-
portunities and achievements.  

Warm Regards,  

MGS President  

https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/surface-geology/


2023-2024 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

September 13 Chad Winter - FC&E Engineering   River Hills - 11:30am 

October 11 Tim Palmer   River Hills - 11:30am 

November 8 Rawdon Seager   River Hills - 11:30am 

December 13 Paul Parrish - MDEQ   River Hills - 11:30am 

January     River Hills - 11:30am 

February    River Hills – 11:30am 

March    River Hills – 11:30am 

April  TBD   River Hills - 11:30am 

TBD  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 



SEPTEMBER SPEAKER 

Paul Parrish, RPG 

Biography: 

Paul C. Parrish is a Registered Professional Geologist (RPG) and has a B.S. and M.S. in Geology 

from the University of Southern Mississippi.  Paul has worked for the Mississippi Department of En-

vironmental Quality (MDEQ) for 22 years.  The first half of his career was spent in the Mississippi 

Delta.   Paul was  the Principal Delta Hydrogeologist for the Office of Land and Water Resources 

(OLWR) within MDEQ.  Through data analysis, field work, drilling, and pleasure hiking he has come 

to know the geology of the Mississippi Delta.  The main scope of the work he did in the Mississippi 

Delta had to do with protecting and quantifying the drinking water and agricultural water re-

sources.   The latter part of his time with MDEQ has been spent as the director of the Environmental 

Geology division with the Mississippi Office of Geology.  His work centers around curation and anal-

ysis of the State Core and Sample Library, a geophysical logging program, drilling, mapping, and 

geohazards. 

“Excavation and Analysis of a Campanian Mosasaur in  

Monroe County, Mississippi” 

Paul Parrish, RPG         MDEQ 

 

Wednesday, December 13, 2023 

11:30 am 

The River Hills Club 

Jackson, MS 
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MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

MISSISSIPPI CRETACEOUS NEOGASTROPODA (STENOGLOSSA) AND SELECT-

ED MESOGASTROPODA ILLUSTRATED, 2023, MDEQ OFFICE OF GEOLOGY 

OPEN FILE REPORT OF-337. 

 

David T. Dockery III, RPG 

 

MDEQ Office of Geology Open File Report OF-337 on the Cretaceous Neogastropoda is availa-

ble as a PDF download on the Office of Geology website and as a hard copy at our Publication 

Sales Office (for $20).  The book (Figure 1, front cover) is a sequel to Office of Geology Bulle-

tin 129 on The Streptoneuran Gastropods, Exclusive of the Stenoglossa, of the Coffee Sand 

(Campanian) of northeastern Mississippi published in 1993.  It could be said that Open File Re-

port OF-337 has been thirty years in the making (web link below). 

 

https://geology.deq.ms.gov/surface/files/OF337.pdf 

https://geology.deq.ms.gov/surface/files/OF337.pdf


MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

Several illustrations from Bulletin 129 were used in Texas Cretaceous Gastropods by Rosemary 

and Thomas Akers, 1997, Texas Paleontology Series Publication Number 6.  One species Epitoni-

um faearium Dockery, 1993, named after my sister-in-law Terrell Fae Yonkers, was recognized by 

Perillat, Vega, and Corona, 2000, in Journal of Paleontology, v. 74, no. 1, p. 7-24, as occurring in 

the Lower Maastrichtian Mexcala Formation near the town of Temalac in Guerro State, Mexico. 

Then the first ever marine gastropods found in mid-Cretaceous Burmese amber were named Epito-

nium zhuoi and Epitonium lyui by Yu, Wang, and Jarzemboswski, 2019, and compared to Epitoni-

um faearium of Mississippi (see Rare Marine Gastopod Found in Cretaceous Burmese Amber in 

the February 2022 MGS Bulletin). 

The new publication on Mississippi’s Cretaceous Neogastropods includes 27 new species, two 

new genera, and one new subfamily.  Figure 2 shows the holotypes for two new Volutomorpha 

species, Volutomorpha carolynae and Volutomorpha terrellae.   



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

Figure 3 shows the holotypes of two new Pyropsis species, Pyropsis involutus and Pyropsis 

infundibulum.  



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

A new genus Cylindrofusus and new subfamily Cylindrofususinae were named for the new species 

Cylindrofusus patriciae and Cylindrofusus laneyae shown in Figure 4. 

The end-Cretaceous mass extinction killed off some 70% of Cretaceous species.  Among the mollus-

can Class Cephalopoda, species of the diverse Subclass Ammonoidea were immediately wiped out.  

Within the Class Gastropoda, the Order Neogastropoda took the biggest hit, especially the Super-

family Pyrifusoidea as recognized by Bandel and Dockery in 2001 (The Sarganidae (Pyrifusoidea, 

Latrogastropoda), their taxonomy and paleobiogeography: Journal of the Czech Geological, v. 46, 

numbers 3 and 4, p. 335-352).  The genera Volutomorpha, Pyropsis, and Cylindrofusus (as shown 

above) are not related to any of the living marine gastropods in the ocean today. 





 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am looking for more content from the industry and 
our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 

 





MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 

 

Paul Day* 



 
  

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 

 

 

2023-2024 
 

Membership year is June through May 

 

 

 

 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 

 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 

 

 

 

 

  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 

  

 

  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 

 

 

  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
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MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2023 – May 2024 

 

 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 

      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 

      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 

      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 

      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 

 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  

      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 

      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 

      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    

     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 

      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 

      your ad on the MGS web site.) 

 
 

 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 

contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
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