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2025-2026 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

September 10 Howard Duhom - Viking Engineering   River Hills - 11:30am 

October 8 Ashley Little - IperionX   River Hills - 11:30am 

November 12    River Hills - 11:30am 

TBD Christmas Party TBD 

January 14    River Hills - 11:30am 

February 11    River Hills – 11:30am 

March 11    River Hills – 11:30am 

April 8    River Hills - 11:30am 

May 13    River Hills - 11:30am 

TBD Spring Fling TBD 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 



PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

MGS Members,  

 

Hello all! My name is Tim Palmer, and I am honored to serve as your next President. First, I would 

like to thank outgoing President of the Mississippi Geological Society, Jonathan Leard for a job well 

done. Jonathan served our society with honor and commitment, and I look forward to working with 

Jonathan in the future to better our society. Jonathan is set to defend his Dissertation on “Mississippi 

River Pre-Loess Terrace Deposits: Distribution of Aggregate Resources” on Tuesday, October 7, 

2025 at 11:00 a.m. on the campus of Mississippi State. 

 

Our October meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 8th, 2025 at 11:30 a.m. at River Hills 

Country Club in Jackson where we will welcome Ashley Little, Exploration Geologist and Lead Ge-

ologist for IperionX’s titanium and rare earth element Titan Project located in the Cretaceous belt of 

Tennessee. Ashely will be presenting remotely, which opens the door for Mississippi State, Ole 

Miss, and USM students to join our meeting remotely as well.  

Further, I am the technical session chair for MAFLA (Mississippi, Alabama, Florida) geology for 

next year’s GCAGS GeoGulf 2026 technical conference to be held in Baton Rouge, LA from 23-25, 

March, 2026. Feel free to reach out to me at palmertimothyj@gmail.com if you would like to pre-

sent.  

 

Lastly, I would like to say it’s a great time to be a geologist or to be studying geology. Domestic 

sources of fuel and non-fuel resources and supply chains are going through the roof precisely at the 

same time as enrollment in geology departments continues to decline. The shrinking pool of qualified 

geologists has created unprecedented career opportunities for seasoned professionals and students 

alike.  

 

I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Tim Palmer 

President, Mississippi Geological Society  

mailto:palmertimothyj@gmail.com
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MISSISSIPPI OFFICE OF GEOLOGY 

New Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

OF-356 Geologic Map of the Bovina Quadrangle Hinds and Warren Counties, Mississippi 

Native Lithic Materials of Mississippi 

OF-349 Geologic Map of the Sharon Southeast Quadrangle Rankin, Madison, and Scott Counties, Mississippi 

OF-348 Geologic Map of the Shoccoe Quadrangle Madison and Rankin Counties, Mississippi 

OF-347 Geologic Map of the Canton Quadrangle Madison County, Mississippi 

The Mississippi Office of Geology is pleased to announce the publication of the following 

maps for the month of December 

https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-356-geologic-map-of-the-bovina-quadrangle-hinds-and-warren-counties-mississippi-102330/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/maps-and-charts/native-lithic-materials-of-mississippi-102323/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-349-geologic-map-of-the-sharon-southeast-quadrangle-rankin-madison-and-scott-counties-mississippi-102322/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-348-geologic-map-of-the-shoccoe-quadrangle-madison-and-rankin-counties-mississippi-102315/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-347-geologic-map-of-the-canton-quadrangle-madison-county-mississippi-102311/




MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

USGS SAMPLES SMACKOVER PRODUCTION WATER IN MISSISSIPPI FOR LITHIUM 

 

David T. Dockery III 

 

The Association of American State Geologist has prepared a Critical Minerals Project map for the 

lower 48 states to present to U.S. legislators during their fall liaison on Capitol Hill.  The map in part 

is shown in Figure 1.   
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Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

For Mississippi, this map shows the presence of Smackover Formation Brine Lithium and Lignite and 

Heavy Mineral Sands bearing Rare Earth Elements or REEs.  Our own Tim Palmer has worked for pri-

vate industry on lithium-bearing rhyolite intrusions in West Texas.  According to Tim, the plan was to 

crush the rhyolite into small piles and then treat those piles with a strong acid to leach out the lithium.  

Then the lithium would be extracted from the leachate.  A lot of mining would be involved in the process.  

In the Smackover of the Gulf Coast, the lithium-rich leachate can be taken directly from oil-production 

brines, thus excluding the cost of mining.  That seemed to be a good business plan to Tim, who when he 

sees a rock, he sees money. 

 

Tim Palmer discussed lithium sources in a paper on a regional study of subsurface brines he gave at the 

2025 GCAGS Meeting at Stephen F. Austin in Nacogdoches, Texas, on April 11, 2025.  After his talk, he 

was told that “he had moved the ball forward in understanding the source of the metal.”  That’s when the 

USGS showed interest in sampling Smackover cores in MDEQ Office of Geology’s Core and Sample Li-

brary.  Not only that, but they planed to sample Smackover production brines in the Gulf Coastal States.  

Figure 2 shows Tim Palmer and USGS staff sampling Smackover production water in Hiwannee Field in 

Wayne County on September 15, 2025.   
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Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

Figure 3 shows the USGS mobile field laboratory set up at the Hiwannee Field Office on that same date.   
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Figure 4, shows the USGS staff sampling Smackover production water at Winchester South Field in 

Wayne County and our staff geologists Natalya Usachenko and Jonathan Leard at the well head of 

the Board of Education 16-11.  The next day, the USGS team headed to Alabama to sample Smacko-

ver production brines in that state.  The assessment in Figure 1 for the West South Central and Gulf 

Coast states: “Smackover Formation Brine Lithium Deposits – Arkansas holds – 19M tons of lithium, 

up to 136% of U.S. resource estimates.”  So, we are locking forward to seeing the lithium potential in 

Mississippi. 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am looking for more content from the industry and 
our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 

 

 

2025-2026 
 

Membership year is June through May 

 

 

 

 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 

 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 

 

 

 

 

  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 

  

 

  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 

 

 

  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 

 

 

  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2025 – May 2026 

 

 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 

      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 

      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 

      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 

      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 

 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  

      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 

      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 

      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    

     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 

      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 

      your ad on the MGS web site.) 

 
 

 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 

contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 

 

2023-2025 Jonathan Leard 


