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2025-2026 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

September 10 Howard Duhom - Viking Engineering   River Hills - 11:30am 

October 8    River Hills - 11:30am 

November 12    River Hills - 11:30am 

TBD Christmas Party TBD 

January 14    River Hills - 11:30am 

February 11    River Hills – 11:30am 

March 11    River Hills – 11:30am 

April 8    River Hills - 11:30am 

May 13    River Hills - 11:30am 

TBD Spring Fling TBD 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

TBD 

TBD 
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New Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

OF-356 Geologic Map of the Bovina Quadrangle Hinds and Warren Counties, Mississippi 

Native Lithic Materials of Mississippi 

OF-349 Geologic Map of the Sharon Southeast Quadrangle Rankin, Madison, and Scott Counties, Mississippi 

OF-348 Geologic Map of the Shoccoe Quadrangle Madison and Rankin Counties, Mississippi 

OF-347 Geologic Map of the Canton Quadrangle Madison County, Mississippi 

The Mississippi Office of Geology is pleased to announce the publication of the following 

maps for the month of December 

https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-356-geologic-map-of-the-bovina-quadrangle-hinds-and-warren-counties-mississippi-102330/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/maps-and-charts/native-lithic-materials-of-mississippi-102323/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-349-geologic-map-of-the-sharon-southeast-quadrangle-rankin-madison-and-scott-counties-mississippi-102322/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-348-geologic-map-of-the-shoccoe-quadrangle-madison-and-rankin-counties-mississippi-102315/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-347-geologic-map-of-the-canton-quadrangle-madison-county-mississippi-102311/


MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

Mississippi fossils should be in our local news, but I can remember a time they were not.  On March 

29, 2008, I was off from work cutting up a large fallen tree from our road through the woods when 

my wife Mary came with her cell phone for an interview request by a Pittsburg newspaper concern-

ing a new fossil primate species from Mississippi.  The Carnegie Museum of Natural History pub-

lished the article and contacted me before their press release asking which newspapers in Mississippi 

should get the release.  I listed the Jackson and Meridian newspapers.  After the news release, papers 

across the country ran the story, but it was not covered by any paper in the state from which the new 

species was found.  Figure 1 shows an artist’s concept of what this primate looked like and its mi-
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The following is from an article on the new species from the October 2008 issue of Environmental 

News with citations from newspaper nationwide: Teilhardina magnoliana was characterized in a 

Carnegie Museum of Natural History press release as a tiny primate weighing approximately 28 

grams or about one ounce.  Like other small primates it was an “acrobatic leaper and proficient 

climber, and it probably ate insects, fruits, sap and gum.”  The discovery in Meridian has generated 

much national media attention this year.  The Pittsburgh Tribune Review (March 4, 2008) described 

T. magnoliana as a wide-eyed primate small enough to fit in the palm of a child’s hand.  The Boston 

Globe’s website  (March 3, 2008) said the animal was so tiny that one could loll in a tablespoon.  

The New York Times (March 4, 2008) cited Beard as saying it was about the size of the pygmy 

mouse lemur of Madagascar, the tiniest living primate.  The paper also cited Peter Wilf, a paleobot-

anist at Penn State who studied fossil leaves at the Meridian site, as describing the ancient landscape 

in which the primate lived as “a subtropical forest of shrubs and tall trees, flowering plants and 

ferns, sassafras and sumac.”  The San Diego Union-Tribune (March 6, 2008) compared the appear-

ance of T. magnoliana with that of “the big-eyed tarsiers of Southeast Asia or a small monkey.”  

Based on the numerous press accounts, one can see that Mississippi is a happening place for paleon-

tology and for scientific research. 

In recent years a collaboration between MDEQ Office of Geology and Office of Public Relations, 

Mississippi Museum of Natural Science, and Clarion Ledger writer Brian Broom has put Missis-

sippi fossils and geology in the news. On November 17, 2021, Brian published an article on our 

geologic mapping work in the Clarion Ledger, showing James Starnes sieving for artifacts.  Some 

paleolithic projectile points indicated an age for surficial sediments of more than 11,000 years ra-

ther than 4,000 years as once mapped.  The article was titled “Rewriting the Delta’s history.”  On 

August 21, 2022, he published a front-page article on the excavation of a mosasaur by our staff 

and the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science, showing two impressive tooth-filled jaws resting 

side by side.  The title stated “80-million-year-old ‘sea dragon’ skeleton found in Mississippi.” 

On September 19, 2022, he published a front-page article on the fossil whale, a Basilosaurus, 

found during the excavation of the Ross Barnett Reservoir.  We still have two of the large verte-

brae at our office. 

Brian published 5 front-page articles on Mississippi fossils and geology in 2024.  On April 23, 

2024, he published on a saber-toothed tiger toe bone find.  On June 9, 2024, he wrote about a new 

book on the Archaeology of Mississippi.  This book had a geoarchaeological section written by 

James Starnes, a contributing author.  On July 7, 2024, he featured the excavation of a dinosaur in 

northeast Mississippi. On August 13, 2024, Brian published the discovery and excavation of a 

mammoth tusk in Yazoo County.  Geologists from our Surface and Environmental Geology Divi-

sions hauled the 600-pound plaster jacket with the tusk out of a creek bottom. During the excava-

tion, a fossil whale vertebra from the Yazoo Clay was discovered.  Brian put that on the front 

page on September 18, 2024, paper. If all this wasn’t enough, Brian featured a large front-page 

picture of a butterfly taken by James Starnes in the May 28, 2024, issue. 
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In 2025, Brian put fossils on the cover of four issues of the Clarion Ledger in a five-month period.  

The headlines are grouped by publication date in Figure 2.   

They include: (1) a large mosasaur vertebra (featured first in #FossilFriday) in the April 25, 2025, 
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(2) “A Fossil Frontier” article featuring the mammoth tusk and the find of a saber-toothed cat jaw in 

the May 11, 2025, issue,  
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(3) the excavation of a fossil whale with our new geologist Natalya Usachenko on the cover in the 

June 20, 2025, issue [Natalya is also in the 5th series of BBC’s Walking with Dinosaurs] 
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(4) the find of a mastodon jaw with a large tooth in the August 14, 2025, issue. 

Should we expect to see more Mississippi fossils on the front page of our papers?  Many of the fossils 

that have made front-page news first appeared in MDEQ Office of Geology’s #FossilFriday posts.  

James Starnes has managed a new post every week with many getting over 10,000 views and often over 

20,000.  Seeing that much interest in the public might be one reason why writers such as Brian Broom 

promoted them to front-page news.  Also, Brian shared with James that the Clarion Ledger’s parent 

company said they wanted more stories about Mississippi fossils, which have been featured in their pa-

pers nationwide. 
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ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am looking for more content from the industry and 
our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
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  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 

      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 

      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 

      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
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 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 
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      Front Page Sponsor  
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Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 

contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 
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