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2025-2026 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

September 10 Howard Duhom - Viking Engineering   River Hills - 11:30am 

October 8 Ashley Little - IperionX   River Hills - 11:30am 

November 12 SPE Sporting Clay Shoot   Providence Hill Farm 

December 10 Randy Seright - Polymer Flooding - SPE   River Hills - 11:30am 

January 14 Reza Fard - NOV Tuboscope   River Hills - 11:30am 

February 11 Natalia Usachenko - Fossil Whales in Mississippi   River Hills – 11:30am 

March 11 Alan Cockrell - Drilling Ahead   River Hills – 11:30am 

April 8 Murtaza Ziauddin - Advances in Carbonate Stimulation   River Hills - 11:30am 

May 13 Chris Fletcher - US Coring - Scholarships   River Hills - 11:30am 

TBD Spring Fling TBD 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TE



PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

Dear MGS Members, 

 

I am pleased to announce this year’s Lawrence F. Boland Scholarship award win-

ners: Hannah Baxter (Mississippi State), Reagan Manske (Southern Mississippi), 

and Hunter Parry (Ole Miss). The Dustin Johnson Memorial Award was present-

ed to Jayden Parnell of Mississippi State. I appreciate the committee and our uni-

versity partners for supporting these awards. Your continued support through gifts 

and participation in the Society is always welcomed and deeply valued. 

 

This spring, the geology programs report the following graduation numbers: 

• Southern Miss — 4 (all undergraduate) 
• Jackson State — 2 (all undergraduate) 
• Mississippi State — 9 (4 undergraduate, 4 M.S., 1 Ph.D.) 
• Ole Miss — 15 (2 geology, 7 geological engineering, 5 M.S., 1 Ph.D.) 

 
Further, the Honorary Committee — Vaughan Watkins, Bob Schneeflock, and 

Dave Cate — will be nominating two new honorary members at the luncheon. 

 

Lastly, I would like to welcome George Arnold, Senior Coring Representative with 

US Coring, to our May 12th, 2026 meeting, where he will speak on conventional 

coring operations. 

 

This will be our final meeting before the Society breaks for the summer, and we 

look forward to reconvening in the fall.  

 

Respectfully,  

Tim Palmer  

President, Mississippi Geological Society 
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W. LESTER “LES” AULTMAN 

March 3,1943 - April 14, 2026 

W. Lester Aultman, a longtime resident of Clinton, passed away at his home on April 14, 

2026, after an extended illness.  Born on March 3, 1943, in Hattiesburg, Mississippi to Wil-

mer and Elizabeth Daglish Aultman, Les grew up on the family farm in Seminary, Mississip-

pi where he and his siblings enjoyed a childhood filled with many adventures, a variety of an-

imals, Tom Sawyer type escapades, and working alongside his daddy helping with farm 

chores.  He graduated from Seminary High School where he was an outstanding ath-

lete.  Known for his toughness, quickness, and speed, Les was an all-conference standout 

which resulted in his receiving a scholarship to play football and run track in college. 

  

After attending Jones Junior College, Les graduated from Mississippi College with a Bache-

lor of Science degree.  He coached football for five years before making a major career 

change.  Returning to college, he completed a Bachelor of Science degree and a Masters de-

gree in Geology from the University of Southern Mississippi.  Les began his second career 

with Gulf Oil Company in Jackson.  Shortly thereafter he received what he considered his 

biggest and most significant professional opportunity when he began working with Dudley 

Hughes and Harry Spooner at the Pruet and Hughes Company, in Jackson.  Harry Spooner 

became a mentor and friend, and Les was deeply grateful for his influence.  For the next thir-

ty-five years, Les was active in the oil and gas industry across the southeast.  Much of that 

time was spent as an independent consulting geologist.  Known for his strong work ethic and 

his attention to detail, Les was described by one of his colleagues “as one of the sharpest and 

brightest geologists in the industry.  He can be proud of his very successful career in the oil 

and gas industry.” 



W. LESTER “LES” AULTMAN 

March 3,1943 - April 14, 2026 

As long as his health allowed, he continued his athletic interests, playing racquet ball and being 

an active cyclist.  For many years he and his brother canoed and kayaked the whitewater rivers 

throughout the Southeast.  They fulfilled a boyhood dream when the two of them began a canoe 

journey on the Okatoma River, which adjoined their farm, and completed their trek a week later 

in Pascagoula at the mouth of the Gulf of Mexico.  One of his fondest memories was spending a 

week with his son-in-law hiking and rafting through the Grand Canyon. 

Always active in professional organizations, Les served as President of Mississippi Geological 

Society, was a member of Gulf Coast Association of Geological Societies, and the American 

Association of Professional Geologists.  He was instrumental in the formation of the Mississip-

pi State Board of Registered Professional Geologists, and served on the Board of Directors for a 

number of years.  A devoted Southern Miss fan, he was a member of the University of Southern 

Mississippi Foundation Honor Club, a life member of the Southern Miss Alumni Association, 

and the Eagle Club. 

Les began his Christian journey at Seminary Baptist Church where he accepted Jesus as his 

Savior, and his Christian faith became the guiding principle in his life.  He was a member of 

First Baptist Church in Clinton, where he served as a deacon and taught a Sunday School 

Class.  He was a kind and generous donor to a number of organizations; his favorite being 

French Camp Academy.  A man of many interests, he enjoyed working on the family farm, 

reading, and listening to opera and classical music were his favorite pastimes.  However, his 

passion was building reproduction Queen Anne furniture in his workshop which he designed 

and constructed himself to match the family’s colonial style house.  He never used a stock de-

sign, instead he drew the plans for each piece of furniture he built.  His creations provide ele-

gance and grace to the family’s home and are priceless treasures. 

A devoted husband and father, Les is survived by his wife, Rosemary Gibens Aultman; two 

daughters, Paige Aultman Hurley and husband Bill, and Erin Aultman Johnston and husband 

Troy, all of Ridgeland, Mississippi.  He is survived by four granddaughters; Mary Aultman Hur-

ley Weldon and husband Jacob, Anna Claire Hurley, Caroline Johnston, and Margaret Johnston; 

and two great grandsons, Henry and Shepherd Weldon.  He is also survived by his brother, Dr. 

Isaac Aultman and his wife Rachel of Flowood; and a sister, Diane Lafferty of Gulfport.  He is 

preceded in death by his parents; a sister, Betty Jean Bell; and brothers-in-law, Ronny Gibens, 

Mike Lafferty, and Tom Bell. 
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MISSISSIPPI OFFICE OF GEOLOGY 

New Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

OF-356 Geologic Map of the Bovina Quadrangle Hinds and Warren Counties, Mississippi 

Native Lithic Materials of Mississippi 

OF-349 Geologic Map of the Sharon Southeast Quadrangle Rankin, Madison, and Scott Counties, Mississippi 

OF-348 Geologic Map of the Shoccoe Quadrangle Madison and Rankin Counties, Mississippi 

OF-347 Geologic Map of the Canton Quadrangle Madison County, Mississippi 

The Mississippi Office of Geology is pleased to announce the publication of the following 

maps for the month of December 

https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-356-geologic-map-of-the-bovina-quadrangle-hinds-and-warren-counties-mississippi-102330/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/maps-and-charts/native-lithic-materials-of-mississippi-102323/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-349-geologic-map-of-the-sharon-southeast-quadrangle-rankin-madison-and-scott-counties-mississippi-102322/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-348-geologic-map-of-the-shoccoe-quadrangle-madison-and-rankin-counties-mississippi-102315/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-347-geologic-map-of-the-canton-quadrangle-madison-county-mississippi-102311/
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ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am looking for more content from the industry and 
our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 

 





MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 

 

Paul Day* 



 
  

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 

 

 

2025-2026 
 

Membership year is June through May 

 

 

 

 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 

 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 

 

 

 

 

  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 

  

 

  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 

 

 

  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 

 

 

  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2025 – May 2026 

 

 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 

      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 

      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 

      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 

      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 

 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  

      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 

      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 

      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    

     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 

      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 

      your ad on the MGS web site.) 

 
 

 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 

contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 

 

2023-2025 Jonathan Leard 


