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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

MGS Members,  

 

As we approach the final meeting of the 2024-2025 year, membership renewal for the 2025-2026 cycle is 

now open. Your continued support is essential to sustaining our society, and we encourage you to consider a 

donation to the Boland Scholarship Fund, which provides vital assistance to geoscience students across Mis-

sissippi. 2025 Scholarship winners were presented at the April meeting and are listed in the bulletin. 

 

We extend our appreciation to Kyle Murray, SPE Distinguished Lecturer from Murray GeoConsulting, LLC, 

for his recent presentation on "Pathway for Recovering Valuable Elements of Interest from Subsurface Brines 

and Oilfield Produced Waters."  

 

Our last meeting before the summer break will take place on Wednesday, May 14, 2025, at 11:30 AM at the 

River Hills Club in Jackson. Please note that we will not meet during June and July. This month’s speaker is 

Mr. Mark Worthey, an accomplished oil and gas professional with extensive experience in exploration, de-

velopment, and operations. He is the owner of McClaren Resources, Inc. and co-owner of DNRC, LLC. Pre-

viously, he served as Senior Vice President of Operations at Denbury Resources, Inc. His presentation, 

"Mississippi CO₂: Why the State May Never Fully Reap the Value of Its CO₂ Reserves Without Legislative 

Relief," will offer valuable insights into the future potential for tertiary recovery in Mississippi. Lunch will 

begin at 11:30 AM, followed by the discussion at noon. The cost to attend is $25, and payment by check or 

exact change is appreciated. 

 

Additionally, we invite you to the Mississippi Geological Society Spring Fling, which will be held on Thurs-

day, May 29, 2025, at Trustmark Park in Pearl. The Mississippi Geological Society has reserved a suite for 

the Mississippi Mud Monsters game against the Joliet Slammers. Membership for the 2025-2026 cycle is re-

quired, beginning June 1, 2025, and running through May 30, 2026. Concessions are not provided but will be 

available at the park. Tickets are available on a first-come, first-served basis, and an RSVP is required. We 

appreciate your ongoing support of the Mississippi Geological Society. Further details can be found in the 

bulletin. 

 

Membership renewal remains open through May. The membership year runs from June 2025 through May 

2026, with delinquency beginning October 1 and removal from email lists on January 1. The membership 

form is included in the bulletin. Please ensure your renewal is completed promptly so you can continue to be 

a part of our society. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at our final meeting before the summer break. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Jonathan 



MAY SPEAKER 

Mark Worthey 

Mississippi CO2: Why Mississippi may never reap the full  

value of its CO2 reserves without legislative relief 



2024-2025 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

September 11 The Ice Ages in Mississippi - James Starnes   River Hills - 11:30am 

October 9 Toddy Guidry - Core Lab   River Hills - 11:30am 

November 13 Dwayne Purvis P.E   River Hills - 11:30am 

December 12 Christmas Party   JYC - 5:30pm 

January 8 Seafloor Gas Seeps 

Dr. Adam Skarke, Mississippi State University 
  River Hills - 11:30am 

February 12 OneNexus - Matt Lee   River Hills – 11:30am 

March 12 Deane Foss - Harvest Oil & Gas   River Hills – 11:30am 

April 9 Kyle Murray - Valuable Elements from Brines   River Hills - 11:30am 

May 14 Mark Worthy - MS CO2   River Hills - 11:30am 

May 29 Spring Fling Trustmark Park - 6:30pm 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 







CURRENT PRICES 

Market Watch 



MISSISSIPPI OFFICE OF GEOLOGY 

New Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

OF-356 Geologic Map of the Bovina Quadrangle Hinds and Warren Counties, Mississippi 

Native Lithic Materials of Mississippi 

OF-349 Geologic Map of the Sharon Southeast Quadrangle Rankin, Madison, and Scott Counties, Mississippi 

OF-348 Geologic Map of the Shoccoe Quadrangle Madison and Rankin Counties, Mississippi 

OF-347 Geologic Map of the Canton Quadrangle Madison County, Mississippi 

The Mississippi Office of Geology is pleased to announce the publication of the following 

maps for the month of December 

https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-356-geologic-map-of-the-bovina-quadrangle-hinds-and-warren-counties-mississippi-102330/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/maps-and-charts/native-lithic-materials-of-mississippi-102323/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-349-geologic-map-of-the-sharon-southeast-quadrangle-rankin-madison-and-scott-counties-mississippi-102322/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-348-geologic-map-of-the-shoccoe-quadrangle-madison-and-rankin-counties-mississippi-102315/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-347-geologic-map-of-the-canton-quadrangle-madison-county-mississippi-102311/


832-731-7468 
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Available for Consulting 



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 
State Stones 

David T. Dockery III, RPG 

 

Mississippi Opal was designated as Mississippi’s State Gemstone by the signing of Senate Bill 2138 

by Governor Tate Reeves on May 3, 2023, but before that, petrified wood was designated as Missis-

sippi’s State Stone by Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 601 on April 14, 1976.  This resolution 

was republished in the March 1983 issue of Mississippi Geology (volume 3, number 3) on page 13.  

Shorty after that issue of was published (Michael Bograd was editor, and I was the assistant editor), 

I wrote a letter to my wife’s uncle Lester Yonkers in Michigan thanking him for sending me two 

Petoskey stones, one signed by Princes Petoskey.  The stone signed by the princes was used in In-

vertebrate Paleontology and Physical Geology classes as an example of the rugose coral Hexago-

naria, one of many fossils to be learned.  I am considering retiring the stone from such use as the 

signature is too valuable to risk its damage. 

 

In an email from Uncle Lester Yonkers granddaughter Mallory March, I saw a picture of my thank-

you letter written by hand and on Mississippi Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of Geology, 

stationary (Figure 1).  



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

The emailed from Mallory said, “Hello, I was looking through my Grandpa GG’s bookshelf look-

ing for books on earth, and I found your book with a note in it.”  Mallory also showed a picture of 

the book, which was Mississippi Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of Geology, Bulletin 

124, on the Lower Oligocene gastropods of the Vicksburg Group published in 1984.  Figure 2 

shows the Petoskey stone acknowledged in the thank-you letter in two views, one showing the pol-

ished surface with the six-sided coralites, and the other side signed by Princes Ella Jane Petoskey 

and dated October 12, 1969. 

The following is from Petoskey Area.Com (Figure 3).  Note in the last paragraph that the Petoskey 

Stone was named Michigan’s official State Stone in June of 1965, and Miss Ella Jane Petoskey, 

the only living grandchild of Chief Petoskey (for whom the area was named), attended the formal 

signing.  



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

Figure 4 is an enlargement of Princes Petoskey’s signature.  

Well before dinosaurs roamed the earth, over 350 million years ago during the Devonian period, the 

land we know as Michigan was located near the equator. Covered by a warm, shallow, salt-water sea, 

the colonial coral Hexagonaria percarinata thrived with other marine life in tropical reefs. The earth’s 

plates moved and pushed Michigan north to the 45th parallel and above sea level, which created dry 

land formations. More recently, about two million years ago, glacial action scraped the earth and 

spread the fossils across the northern Lower Peninsula, depositing major concentrations in the Petos-

key area. The prehistoric fossil, unique to the Traverse Group rock strata, is called the Petoskey Stone, 

and it became Michigan’s official state stone in 1965. 

Pet-O-Sega, which means “Rays of the Rising Sun” in the Ottawa language, was the birth name given 

in 1787 to the son of a French fur trader and his Indian wife. Pet-O-Sega grew up in an area northwest 

of present day Harbor Springs, became a respected landowner and businessman and, like his father, 

was recognized as an Ottawa Indian Chief. In 1873 the settlement on the Bear River was named Petos-

key in his honor. 

 

Petoskey became a summertime destination for Victorian tourists and the unusual fossil specimens 

were popular souvenirs. Study the Petoskey Stone and you’ll see in each cell the pattern of the “rays of 

the rising sun,” a romantic tie to the origins of the resort area. Besides, “I’m bringing you a Petoskey 

Stone” was much easier to fit on a postcard than, “Wait until you see the Hexagonaria percarinata I 

got you.” In June of 1965 the Petoskey Stone was named Michigan’s official State Stone and Miss El-

la Jane Petoskey, the only living grandchild of Chief Petoskey, attended the formal signing. In the city 

that bears his name, a bronze statue of the dashing Petoskey stands on a bluff overlooking Little  

Traverse Bay. 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am looking for more content from the industry and 
our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 

 





MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 

 

Paul Day* 



 
  

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 

 

 

2024-2025 
 

Membership year is June through May 

 

 

 

 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 

 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 

 

 

 

 

  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 

  

 

  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 

 

 

  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 

 

 

  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2024 – May 2025 

 

 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 

      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 

      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 

      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 

      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 

 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  

      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 

      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 

      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    

     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 

      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 

      your ad on the MGS web site.) 

 
 

 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 

contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 

 

2023-Present Jonathan Leard 


