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2025-2026 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

September 10 Howard Duhom - Viking Engineering   River Hills - 11:30am 

October 8 Ashley Little - IperionX   River Hills - 11:30am 
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February 11    River Hills – 11:30am 

March 11    River Hills – 11:30am 

April 8    River Hills - 11:30am 

May 13    River Hills - 11:30am 

TBD Spring Fling TBD 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 
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TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 
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TE



PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

Dear MGS Members, 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I hope all of you are rested up. Its going to be an exciting year! 

  

To kick things off, our January speaker will be Reza Fard with NOV Tuboscope, who will present on 

corrosion control and the benefits of internal plastic coatings within the oil and gas industry.  

GeoGulf 2026 is fast approaching (March 23-25, 2026) and I encourage everyone to attend. This year’s 

meeting will be hosted by the New Orleans, Lafayette, and Baton Rouge Geological Societies. Registra-

tion is coming soon and is the 75th GCAGS/GCSSEPM annual convention and exposition.  

 

Currently, we have three speaking slots to fill: February, March, and May. If you would like to give a 

talk, or if you know someone with an interesting presentation to share, please feel free to reach out to 

me directly.  

 

The GCAGS Mid-Year Board meeting is scheduled for the week of January 26-30, 2026. The agenda 

will include: 

 

GeoGulf 2026 update,  

GeoGulf 2025 financial summary 

GeoGulf 2027 planning 

Addition of a Secretary position to the Board 

Fundraising 

 

If you have anything you would like to add to the agenda, please advise.  

 

Lastly, I would like to formally invite you the Mississippi Development Authority’s Natural Re-

sources Summit, to be held Wednesday, January 21st, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at the Westin 

Hotel, Jackson, Mississippi. The event will feature sessions on critical minerals, energy, and broader 

resource topics, with remarks from Governor Tate Reeves. It will be an informative program and an ex-

cellent networking opportunity.  

 

A link to register for the event can be found here: 

https://cvent.me/vYLAXg [cvent.me] 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Tim Palmer, President, Mississippi Geological Society.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cvent.me/vYLAXg__;!!G3AUQnCt!gSTosS6A13gSNSCdp8XrA_FptncQ-atnlJK_wfRc45zxo7RjrbZh4JAb2thPOlczjOk40-pG7csdjWnzeibTOYJUqQ$
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CURRENT PRICES 

Market Watch 



MISSISSIPPI OFFICE OF GEOLOGY 

New Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

OF-356 Geologic Map of the Bovina Quadrangle Hinds and Warren Counties, Mississippi 

Native Lithic Materials of Mississippi 

OF-349 Geologic Map of the Sharon Southeast Quadrangle Rankin, Madison, and Scott Counties, Mississippi 

OF-348 Geologic Map of the Shoccoe Quadrangle Madison and Rankin Counties, Mississippi 

OF-347 Geologic Map of the Canton Quadrangle Madison County, Mississippi 

The Mississippi Office of Geology is pleased to announce the publication of the following 

maps for the month of December 

https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-356-geologic-map-of-the-bovina-quadrangle-hinds-and-warren-counties-mississippi-102330/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/maps-and-charts/native-lithic-materials-of-mississippi-102323/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-349-geologic-map-of-the-sharon-southeast-quadrangle-rankin-madison-and-scott-counties-mississippi-102322/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-348-geologic-map-of-the-shoccoe-quadrangle-madison-and-rankin-counties-mississippi-102315/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/publications-and-map-sales/categories/open-file-reports/of-347-geologic-map-of-the-canton-quadrangle-madison-county-mississippi-102311/
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Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

THE NEW YORK—MISSISSIPPI AND  

GULF COASTAL PLAIN CONNECTION 

David T. Dockery III, RPG 

 

 

Trade on the Alabama River in the early 1800s exposed the world to the fossil sea-

shells in the Eocene Gosport Sand halfway up the bluff at Claiborne Landing in Mon-

roe County, Alabama.  Timothy A. Conrad, former State Geologist of New York, and 

Henry C. Lea nearly simultaneously published monographs in 1833 on the Gosport 

molluscan fauna.  Conrad’s publication was first, placing Lea’s species as synonyms.  

Conrad then traveled to Vicksburg, Mississippi, and published the Mollusca of the 

Vicksburg Group in 1848.  B. L. C. Wailes solicited Conad’s help in publishing the 

fossil shells of the Moodys Branch Formation at Jackson, Mississippi, in his Report 

on the Geology and Agriculture of Mississippi published in 1854.  In 1856, Conrad 

recognized the forestated molluscan faunas as representing three stratigraphic hori-

zons, which he named the Claiborne, Jackson, and Vicksburg groups. 

 

Following the work of Conrad was that of Cornell professor Dr. Gilbert D. Harris who 

had the aim “to have successive, thoroughly illustrated monographs of the molluscan 

fauna of the southern and eastern Tertiaries of the United States. Toward this end he 

inaugurated in 1895, the Bulletins of American Paleontology.”  The Paleontological 

Research Institution (PRI) was founded in Ithaca, New York, by Harris in 1932, as an 

independent entity with strong ties to Cornell University.  In the 1940s, Dr. Harris and 

his Cornell student Dr. Katherine Palmer collected fossils from the Jackson Group in 

Mississippi and elsewhere, which they published in 1946-1947 in Volume 30 of the 

Bulletins of American Paleontology. 



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

In the 1960s, I was a budding paleontologist using BAP Volume 30 to identify 

fossils shells from the Fossils Gulch locality at Riverside Park and the outcrop on 

Town Creek.  Dr. Palmer was PRI Director at the time and served as my mentor 

in identifying fossil mollusks.  In 1977, I published that work under the title of 

Mollusca of the Moodys Branch Formation, Mississippi, in Mississippi Geologi-

cal Survey Bulletin 120.  In 1980, I published the Claiborne Group fauna of the 

Cook Mountain Formation in Bulletin 122.  Type specimens from these publica-

tions were catalogued in the PRI collections.  In Figure 1 at left, I am standing at 

the entrance of PRI with Dr. Palmer in 1972 and, at right, with my wife Mary in 

1993. 



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

Harvard graduate Dr. Warren Allmon became director of PRI in 1992 and was in-

structed by the Board of Trustees to initiate an award in the founder’s name to be 

given for excellence in systematic paleontology.  I helped Warren with his disserta-

tion research in Mississippi, so he told the Board, “If I get to pick the person for 

this award, I’m picking my friend David Dockery.”  Thus, I became the first recipi-

ent of the Gilbert D. Harris Award in 1993.  At last year’s GSA Annual Meeting in 

San Antonio, Texas, Dr. Thomas E. Yancey, Professor Emeritus of Texas A&M, 

was the 32nd recipient of the Gilbert Harris Award.  It was also at this meeting that 

we were appraised with the possibility of a PRI mortgage foreclosure if funds 

could not be raised to pay off the mortgage.  This year I received the good news 

from Warren Allmon, in the following post from the Ithaca Times (Figure 2). 



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

Donations Saved the Paleontological Research Institution in Ithaca, New 

York, from Foreclosure: “Just days before a year-end foreclosure deadline, the 

Museum of the Earth has paid off its mortgage following a wide fundraising cam-

paign that rescued the Ithaca area landmark. Paleontological Research Institution 

Director Warren Allmon confirmed on Dec. 29 the institution’s mortgage settle-

ment, saying payments to the Arizona-based SMS Financial totaled $3.2 million 

upon completion. 

 

The fundraising momentum began in early 2025 with a $1 million gift from a 

Cornell University alumna, followed by a second $1 million from a retired Cor-

nell professor. “He thought that we mattered to science at a time when science 

was really threatened,” Allmon said of the donor. The final $1 million was raised 

through a grassroots groundswell of local families, nonscientists invested in the 

Ithaca community, and even children hosting their own fundraisers. “We got a 

note from an 8-year-old girl that said ‘I don’t want you to close. Enclosed is $44 

that I saved up.’” Allmon said. “Another 8-year-old told her parents that she did-

n’t want anything for Christmas but to save the museum, and her parents sent us a 

check.” 

 

Allmon noted that this overwhelming community support serves as a powerful en-

dorsement of PRI’s multifaceted mission as a research hub and destination for 

public education. He thanked PRI staff and the countless donors for validating the 

museum’s role as a space where scientific discovery meets personal inspiration, 

amazement, and fun.” 
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The PRI-Cornell-Mississippi connection continues as I’ve helped Warren’s Cor-

nell PhD student Corey Hensen with his dissertation [graduated 2025], and Corey 

is helping as an unpaid contractor to compile the Cenozoic and Mesozoic strati-

graphic correlations charts for the USGS West Gulf Coast Project, which includes 

the states of Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama.  

These charts will be a standard reference for a long time to come.  Figure 3, at 

left, shows Warren Allmon collecting fossils from the Yazoo Clay at Cynthia, 

Mississippi, and, at right, Corey Hensen and Carolyn Dockery in a store in Ben-

ton, while collecting fossils from Techeva Creek in Yazoo County. 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am looking for more content from the industry and 
our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
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MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 

 

Paul Day* 



 
  

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 

 

 

2025-2026 
 

Membership year is June through May 

 

 

 

 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 

 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 

 

 

 

 

  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 

  

 

  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 

 

 

  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 

 

 

  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2025 – May 2026 

 

 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 

      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 

      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 

      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 

      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 

 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  

      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 

      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 

      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    

     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 

      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 

      your ad on the MGS web site.) 

 
 

 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 

contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 

 

2023-2025 Jonathan Leard 


