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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

Jonathan R. Leard, RPG 

MDEQ-Office of Geology 

Surface Geology Division 

Phone: (601)-961-5352 

Website: https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/surface-geology/ 

Dear MGS Members, 

 

Happy New Year! I hope all our members had an excellent holiday season. As we begin the new 

year, I would like to take a moment to reflect on the past year and express my gratitude for your  

support of the Mississippi Geological Society. In 2023, we had the opportunity to host several  

successful events. These events would not have been possible without the dedication and hard work 

of our members. I am proud to be a part of such a passionate and committed group of individuals. 

 

As we look ahead to 2024, The monthly meeting at River Hills Club in Jackson is cancelled for  

January but will pick back up on February 14. I encourage all members to attend and participate in 

these events. 

 

In this Bulletin, we have included a current list of 40 paid members. If you are not on this list, please 

get in touch with our treasurer, Paul Parrish, to ensure you are represented in our membership.  

 

Warm Regards, 

https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/work-areas/surface-geology/


2023-2024 MGS  MEETING  SCHEDULE 

     When                           What/Who      Where 

September 13 Chad Winter - FC&E Engineering   River Hills - 11:30am 

October 11 Tim Palmer   River Hills - 11:30am 

November 8 Rawdon Seager   River Hills - 11:30am 

December 13 Paul Parrish - MDEQ   River Hills - 11:30am 

January  Cancelled   River Hills - 11:30am 

February 14 TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

March TBD   River Hills – 11:30am 

April  TBD   River Hills - 11:30am 

TBD  Spring Fling   Jackson Yacht Club 

OFFICERS  MEETINGS 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 



CURRENT MEMBERS 

Neil Barnes            Paul Parrish 

Maurice Birdwell           Jessica Prince 

Michael Bograd  Mark Puckett 

Alvin Byrd            John Ryan 

Matt Caton            Thomas Seitz 

Jeremy Deans  George Self, Jr. 

David Dockery  Jared Slade 

Tommy Dossett  David Snodgrass 

Thomas Giosa  Kristen Sorrell 

Danny Harrelson           James Sparks 

Robert Herr            James Starnes 

David Hilton  Lindsey Stewart 

Trevor Hoffman  Edwin Sticker 

Stanley King  Tony Stuart 

Jonathan Leard  Mark Teague 

Joseph McDuff  Ginger Trochesset  

James Nix            Steve Walkinshaw 

Thomas Oommen           Joe White, Jr. 

Tim Palmer            Wayne Williams 

Julie Parrish           Olivia Wooton 

Thank You For Your Support 

If you have any questions please contact  

Ginger Trochesset or Paul Parrish 



832-731-7468 

Joe R. White, Jr. 
Petroleum Geologist 

 

 

8505 Dogwood Trail                                          AAPG CPG #5580 

Haughton, LA 71037                                              MS RPG #0097 

318-423-9828                                                             LA CPG #345 

Joerjrw@gmail.com 

 

Available for Consulting 



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

IMPORTANT FOSSIL COLLECTION DONATED TO MDEQ OFFICE OF GEOLOGY 

 

David T. Dockery III, RPG 

 

The story of this donation goes back to my best friend David Laney at Boyd Elementary School in Jack-

son.  I can remember when the two of us plus another good friend ended up in the same class.  We 

couldn’t believe it; it was too good to be true, but it wouldn’t last.  Soon we were spread throughout the 

school.  The next episode came when I found myself in graduate school at Tulane with David’s younger 

brother Steve Laney.  Steve and I made many trips together to collect fossils in Mississippi and made a 

week-long trip to collect vertebrate fossils from the Badlands of South Dakota, Nebraska, and else-

where.   

 

Figure 1 (left side) is a picture of Steve digging out a large fossil turtle in the badlands.  Unfortunately, 

it was too large to carry out. The trip covered 3,673.2 miles from May 12- 20, 1978 (with a memorable 

all-night drive after fossil collecting in Chadron, Nebraska, on the 19th to Jackson, Mississippi on the 

20th).  Now Steve is retiring from a long career in the oil exploration industry and needed a safe home 

for his fossil collection.  Figure 1 (right side) is a picture of Steve and his wife Margaret in our Publica-

tions Sales Office on the first floor of the 700 Building on October 13, 2023.   



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

Figure 2 (left side) shows the boxes of fossils donated and some of the Cretaceous gastropods 

(right side) from Mississippi in the collection. 

Figure 3 shows two views of one of Steve’s fossil shells from the Moodys Branch Formation at Town 

Creek in Jackson, a wentletrap named Cirsotrema nassulum creolum Palmer, 1947.  It has a height of 

47 mm (1.85 inches).   

Figure 3 (right side) are four views of the shell of Umbraculum planulatum (Conrad, 1854) from the 

Laney collection. The shell is 94 mm long (3.7 inches) and 77.3 mm wide (3.0 inches).  Umbraculum 

is common in the Moodys Branch Formation at Town Creek in Jackson, Mississippi, where this speci-

men was collected, but the shells are thin and fragile, making them difficult to collect.  So, what kind 

of creature has a shell like this—oval and flat, but slightly convex on the top and concave on bottom?   



MONTHLY POST 

Dr. David Dockery III RPG 

As shown in Figure 4, the shell covers the mantle cavity and gills of an opisthobranch gastropod.  

The word opisthobranch means the gills (branchia) are in the back as opposed the prosobranch gas-

tropods, which have the gills at front.  Figure 4 (right side) is a living specimen of Umbraculum 

umbraculum with epiphytes growing on the margins of the upper shell.  Today Umbraculum lives 

in the tropical and warm temperate waters of the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, with the species U. 

umbraculum living in the Pacific.  However, in the Late Eocene, the age of the Moodys Branch 

Formation, there was no isthmus connecting North and South America and a continuous seaway 

Finally, this geologic quiz question: On what geologic formation is Jackson’s River Hills Club 

built?  The answer is in Figure 5.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Laney collection contains Moodys Branch fossil mollusks and corals (the only ones I know 

of) from the construction of the River Hills Club (= R.H. label in figure).  I remember collecting 

fossils from a ditch along the north side of the parking lot shortly after the club was built, but 

those fossils were not as good as these (and what I found was not saved).  So, our MGS meeting 

site is hallowed ground for paleontology (site of the Laney collection), structural geology (near the 

apex of the Jackson Dome), and petroleum exploration (the Jackson Gas Field). 



CURRENT PRICES 

Market Watch 



 
ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am looking for more content from the industry and 
our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 

 





MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 

 

Paul Day* 



 
  

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 

 

 

2023-2024 
 

Membership year is June through May 

 

 

 

 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 

 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 

 

 

 

 

  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 

  

 

  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 

 

 

  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 

 

 

  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2023 – May 2024 

 

 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 

      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 

      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 

      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 

      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 

 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  

      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 

      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 

      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    

     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 

      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 

      your ad on the MGS web site.) 

 
 

 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 

contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 

 


