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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
David Snodgrass, MSOGB 

The ongoing headline everywhere, “Covid-19 Pandemic” is what’s going on.  Well the grip 
is not as tight as it was before.  Be that as it may, the Mississippi Geological Society (MGS) 
has been met with much disappointment during our 2020-21 events calendar this year.  Es-
sentially, every planned social event scheduled, including our technical luncheons, was can-
celled with the hopes of continuing our traditions “next” year. 

But it is not all bad news.  MGS was represented at the Gulf Coast Association of Geological 
Societies 70th Annual Convention that was successfully held in Lafayette, LA September 
30th to October 2nd, 2020.  This was hosted by the Lafayette, New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Geological Societies and included short courses on day one followed by two days of oral 
presentations on a variety of contemporary issues and one day of field trips.  

Also, during these difficult times, MGS has been able to keep up with its monthly geological 
bulletin publications.  We have also combined our efforts in some areas with the Society of 
Professional Engineers (SPE).  Our partnership with the SPE will allow us to continue 
providing great learning opportunities each month for our respective memberships in these 
trying times and beyond.  

The MGS has always served an essential role to the discipline where our resources have 
proven important for education, scholarship and partnerships within various private business-
es and state agencies.   I am happy to report this year we were still able to complete the inter-
view process for eligible scholarship candidates to receive monies from our Boland Scholar-
ship fund.  Some interviews were done remotely while others were, remarkably, completed 
in person.   Those interviewed included students from the University of Mississippi, Missis-
sippi State University, the University of Southern Mississippi and at Millsaps College.  An 
individual from each of these colleges will be selected to receive a scholarship from the 
MGS in April 2021. 



PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
David Snodgrass, MSOGB 

Unfortunately, out of an abundance of caution, this year’s Spring Fling in May will not be possi-
ble.  However, as the pandemic continues to loosen its grip over the coming months, I would like 
for us all to consider attending this year’s annual Fall BBQ in September.  Until further notice, the 
Fall BBQ in September is going to happen. 

This month, the SPE is putting on a live virtual distinguished lecture event on April 13th at 
11:30am.  This information was circulated among the membership and those that elected to partici-
pate will receive an email with instructions prior to the event.  The topic is, “Science vs The Art of 
Gas Lift” presented by Kenneth Decker.  Either in May or hopefully by July the MGS will have a 
virtual lecture event on gas storage cavern development presented by Maurice Gilbert of Sempra 
LNG.  Stay tuned for more information. 

I would like to conclude by saying that the officers in the MGS have served faithfully for many 
years and continue to do so.  So I would especially like to thank them all for their continued service 
and support as we move forward to our “new normal”.  One final thought…I have found that one 
area that is frequently talked about is volunteer service. Specifically, I am referencing the leadership 
role of President of the MGS.  Some organizations have a robust selection process, most however 
are lacking a formal strategy and simply rely on volunteers to come forward. Volunteers are the 
lifeblood of this organization.  As such and regrettably, I must pass on the torch.  It has been an 
honor serving and I have done my best given the hardships we have all endured this past year.  Go-
ing forward, due to great personal and professional commitments, I will have limited time to devote 
to such a position.  If you are interested, please contact any of the MGS officers listed on our web-
site http://www.missgeo.com to express your interest in volunteering your time to this great organi-
zation. 

  

With kindest regards, 

  

David H. Snodgrass, MGS President 

http://www.missgeo.com�
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BOLAND SCHOLARSHIP WATCH 
 

Faculty & Students, 
 
This month the Mississippi Geological Society along with the Boland Scholarship 
Fund would like to honor the most outstanding overall students for the 2020-2021 
year. 
 
Each year, the Boland Scholarship awards 1 student from each institution a check  
that rewards students for their hard work and dedication to the Geosciences and 
their community. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
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ARTICLES, PAPERS or NEWS? 

 
 

 
ATTENTION!!!!! Industry, Professors and Students: 
 
I am adding a dedicated section that includes more 
content from the industry and our schools. 
 
Submissions can include anything from professional 
papers, thesis abstracts, job opportunities to pictures.  
Anything!!!! 
 
If you have any information or news you would like to 
share with the Society PLEASE email them to the 
MGS Editor at: 
 

mcaton13@yahoo.com 
 

 
Thanks & Regards, 
 
Matt Caton 
Editor 
 

 

GEOLOGY POST 
 



MONTHLY QUIZ 
Steve Walkinshaw 

OIL PATCH QUIZ 

Answers at end of Bulletin 
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MGS HONORARY MEMBERS 
 

Paul Day* 



 
  

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 422, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0422 
 
 

2020-2021 
 

Membership year is June through May 
 
 
 
 

New Membership ($20/yr)____    Renewal ($20/yr)____    Student (FREE)____    Associate ($20/yr)____ 
 

Boland Scholarship Fund Donation  $______            Total Amount Enclosed  $_________ 
 

 
 
 
  Last Name:___________________________     First:_________________________   MI:_______ 
  
 
  Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Office Phone:_________________   Home Phone:_________________    FAX:________________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  College/University Attended: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  Degree(s) Obtained and Year(s) Awarded: ______________________________________________ 
 
 
  Professional Associations, Certifications, & Licenses: _____________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

MGS  ADVERTISING  ORDER  FORM 

 

September 2020 – May 2021 
 
 

  I. Bulletin Advertisements: 

      Size        Rate/Year   Amt. Remitted 

      Full Page Ad (6” x 8”)       $500   $___________ 
      1/2 Page Ad (6” x 4”)                  $300   $___________ 
      1/4 Page Ad (3” x 4”)                  $200   $___________ 
      Business Card Ad (1 1/2” x 3”)          $100   $___________ 
      Professional Listing (1/2” x 3”)        $  50   $___________ 

 
 II. Web Page Advertisements (www.missgeo.com): 

      Type of Web Page Ad    Rate/Year  Amt. Remitted 

      Front Page Sponsor  
      (Banner Ad – limit of 5)          $500   $___________ 
      Second Page Banner Ad        $250   $___________ 
      Professional Listing/Link         $100   $___________ 

 

    
     (Note: Please contact Steve Walkinshaw at (601) 607-3227 or 
      mail@visionexploration.com  for details concerning placing 
      your ad on the MGS web site.) 
 
 
 Total Remitted        $___________ 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Geological Society.  If you have any questions, 
contact Matt Caton at (601) 898-7444 or mcaton@tellusoperating.com 



MGS PAST PRESIDENTS 
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